Thursfield’s favourite books for Year 5 and 6

A Place Called Perfect - Helena Duggan

Violet hates living in Perfect. Why does
everyone have to wear special glasses to
stop them going blinde What are the
strange noises in the night and why is Mum
acting so weirde Then Dad disappears and
Violet is determined to uncover the truth
with the help of the mysterious Boy. But
returning normality to Perfect is a battle
they never imagined..
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Seagdlass - Eloise Williams

Lark struggles when her family and their
friends go on holiday in a lonely caravan
sife on the Welsh coast for the autumn
half term. Her mother is ill, her little sister
has stopped speaking and she has fallen
out with her best friend. Is a girl in @
green dress following her in the fog? Or is
her sister playing tricks on her? When a
local woman tells her the girl comes to
take sisters, Lark finds herself the only one
who can save her family.

Letters from the Lighthouse — Emma Carroll
February, 1941. Affer months of bombing raids in
London, twelve-year-old Olive Bradshaw and her
little brother Cliff are evacuated to the Devon
coast. The only person with two spare beds is Mr
Ephraim, the local lighthouse keeper. But he's not
used to company and he certainly doesn't want
any evacuees.

Desperate to be helpful, Olive becomes his post-
girl, carrying secret messages (as she likes to think
of the letters) to the villagers. But Olive has a secret
of her own. Her older sister Sukie went missing in an
air raid, and she's desperate to discover what
happened to her. And when a sneaky peek at a
letter reveals a clue, she knows she'll have to break
all the rules to find her.
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The Dream Snatcher - Abi Elphinstone
Twelve-year-old Moll Pecksniff wakes one night
in the middle of the forest, lured there by a
recurring nightmare - the one with the drums
and the rattles and the masks. The
Dreamsnatcheris waiting. He has already taken
her dreams and now he wants her life.

Because Moll is more important than she
knows... The Oracle Bones foretold that she
and Gryff, a wildcat that has always been by
her side, are the only ones who can fight back
against the Dreamsnatcher's dark magic.
Suddenly everything is at stake, and Moll is
drawn into a world full of secrets, magic and
adventure.

. Abi Elphinstone.

Who Let the Gods Out (series) - Maz Evans

Elliot's mum is ill and his home is under
threat, but a shooting star crashes to earth
and changes his life forever. The star is
Virgo - a young Zodiac goddess on a
mission. But the pair accidentally release
Thanatos, a wicked death daemon
imprisoned beneath Stonehenge, and
must then turn to the old Olympian gods for
help. After centuries of cushy retirement on
earth, are Zeus and his crew up to the task
of saving the world - and solving Elliot's
problems t0o?

The House with Chicken Legs — Sophie
Anderson

Marinka dreams of a normal life, where

her house stays in one place long enough
for her to make friends. But her house has

chicken legs and moves on without
warning. For Marinka's grandmother is
Baba Yaga, who guides spirits between
this world and the next. Marinka longs to

change her destiny and sets out to break
free from her grandmother's footsteps, but

her house has other ideas...
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Being Miss Nobody - Tasmin Winter

Rosalind hates her new secondary school.
She's the weird girl who doesn't talk. The
Mute-ant. And it's easy to pick on someone
who can't fight back. So Rosalind starts a
blog - Miss Nobody; a place to speak up, a
place where she has a voice. But there's a
problem...

Is Miss Nobody becoming a bully herself?
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The Boy, The Bird and the Coffin Maker -
Matilda Woods

Alberto lives alone in the town of Allora, where
fish fly out of the sea and the houses shine like
jewels. He is a coffin maker, spending his quiet,
solitary days creating the final resting places of
Allora's people. Until the day a mysterious boy
and his magical bird arrive - flying from danger
and searching for a safe haven. Tito is fearful,
suspicious of kindness, but as the winter days
grow colder and darker, Alberto's home grows
warmer and brighter. Can Tito and his bird be
sheltered from the town's prying eyes and the
shadows of their paste A story of life and death
and of how hope can burn bright in a place
faded by sadness.

The Girl, The Cat and The Navigator -
Matilda Woods

Curious, pin-bright Oona Britt dreams of
setting sail with her ship's captain father
for a life of excitement on the wild
waves. She has read stories of a
magical creature - the Nardoo - who
swims through the stars at night, and
stows away on whaling boat the Plucky
Leopard for an adventure full of myths
and marvel among the ice-caps.




Secrets of a Sun King — Emma Carroll

When Lilian Kaye finds a parcel on her
grandad's doorstep, she is shocked to see who
sent it: a famous Egyptologist, found dead that
very morning, according to every newspaper in
England! The mysterious package holds the key
to astory ... about a king whose tomb
archaeologists are desperately hunting for.

Lil and her friends must embark on an incredible
journey - to return the package to its resting
place, to protect those they love, and to break
the deadly pharaoh's curse . . .
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Wonder - RJ Palado

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old.
He does ordinary things - eating ice cream,
playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside.
But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary
kids run away screaming in playgrounds.
Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever they
go. Born with a terrible facial abnormality,
Auggie has been home-schooled by his
parents his whole life. Now, for the first time,
he's being sent to a real school - and he's
dreading it. All he wants is to be accepted -
but can he convince his new classmates that
he's just like them, underneath it alle

KATHERINE RUNDELL
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| Cogheart Series — Peter Bunzl

4 Lily’s life is in mortal peril. Her father is

{| missing and now silver-eyed men stalk
| her through the shadows. What could
| they want from her2 With her friends -

Robert, the clockmaker’'s son, and
Malkin, her mechanical fox — Lily is

! plunged info a murky and menacing

world. Too soon Lily realises that those
she holds dear may be the very ones to
break her heart... Murder, mayhem and
mystery meet in this gripping Victorian
adventure.

Rooftoppers — Katherine Rundaill

Everyone thinks that Sophie is an orphan. Found
floating in a cello case and swaddled in a
Beethoven score, she is the only recorded
female survivor of a shipwreck on the English
Channel. But Sophie remembers seeing her
mother wave for help...

Charles, a fellow survivor and an eccentric
scholar, finds Sophie and brings her home to his
London bachelor flat. Raised in a quirky home
filled with music, words and love (though
questionable diet), Sophie grows info a free-
spirifed fomboy with a taste for Shakespeare
and the unshakeable belief that anything is
possible. And you should never ignore a
possible.




Kensuke’s Kingdom — Michael Morpurgo

| disappeared on the night before my
twelfth birthday...

Washed up on an island in the Pacific,
Michael struggles to survive on his own.
With no food and no water, he curls up
to die. When he wakes, there is a plate
beside him of fish, of fruit, and a bowl of
fresh water. He is not alone . . .
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Nevermoor (Series) — Jessica Townsend

Morrigan Crow is cursed, destined to
die on her eleventh birthday. But, as the
clock strikes midnight, she's whisked
away by a remarkable man called
Jupter North and taken to the secret
city of Nevermoor.

There she's invited to join the Wundrous
Society. Mystery, magica and
protection are hers - if only she can
pass four impossible trials, using an
exceptional talent. Which she doesn't
have...

The Girl of Ink and Stars — Kiran
Hargrave

Forbidden to leave herisland, Isabella
dreams of the faraway lands her
cartographer father once mapped. When
her friend disappears, she volunteers to
guide the search. The world beyond the
walls is a monster-filled wasteland - and
beneath the dry rivers and smoking
mountains, a fire demon is stirring from its
sleep. Soon, following her map, her heart
and an ancient myth, Isabella discovers
the true end of her journey: to save the
island itself




The Boy at the Back of the Class — Onjali Rauf

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my
class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in if.

He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange.
He never talks and never smiles and doesn't like
sweets - not even lemon sherbets, which are my

favouritel

But then | learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very
stfrange at all. He's a refugee who's run away from a
War. A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that
hurt people. And the more | find out about him, the

more | want to help.

The Last Chance Hotel = Nicki Thornton

Seth is the oppressed kitchen boy at
the remote Last Chance Hotel, owned
by the nasty Bunn family. His only friend
is his black cat, Nightshade. But when a
stfrange gathering of magicians arrives
for dinner, kindly Dr Thallomius is
poisoned by Seth's special dessert. A
locked-room murder investigation
ensues - and Seth is the main suspect.
The funny thing is, he's innocent . can
he solve the mystery and clear his
name, especially when magic's afoot?e

The Wizards of Once - Cressida Cowell
Once there was Magic, and the Magic
lived in the dark forests. Until the Warriors
came...

Xar is a Wizard boy who has no Magic, and
will do anything to get it. Wish is a Warrior
girl, but she owns a banned Magical
Object, and she will do anything to
conceal it.

In this whirlwind adventure, Xar and Wish
must forget their differences if they're going
to make it to the dungeons at Warrior Fort.

Where something that has been sleeping
for hundreds of years is stirring..




Mortal Engines — Philip Reeve

Mortal Engines is the first of four
novels in Philip Reeve's quartet of
the same name. The book
focuses on a futuristic, steampunk
version of London, now a giant
machine striving to survive on a
world running out of resources.
The book has won a Nestlé
Smarties Book Prize and was
shortlisted for the 2002 Whitbread
Award.

Holes - Louis Sachar

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of
bad luck going back generations, so he
is not too surprised when a miscarriage
of justice sends him to Camp Green
Lake Juvenile Detention Centre. Nor is
he very surprised when he is told that his
daily labour at the camp is to dig a
hole, five foot wide by five foot deep,
and report anything that he finds in that
hole. The warden claims that it is
character building, but this is a lie and
Stanley must dig up the truth.

Twelve Nights — Andrew Zurcher

Kay's father is working late- as usual. Fed up, her
mother bundles Kay and her sister into the car,
and drives to his Cambridge college to collect
him.

But, the staff say nobody by his name has ever
worked there.

on her pillow:

Will O. de Wisp, Gent. F.H.S.P. and Phillip R. T.
Gibbet, Gent. F.H.S.P. K.Bith. REMOVALS.

the voices of Will and Phillip, the Removers. But

see them. Except she can...

When they return home, Kay discovers a card left

That night, Kay is woken by voices at her window:

they are not human. And Kay shouldn't be able to
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A Series of Unfortunate Events — Lemony Snicket

There is nothing to be found in Lemony Snicket’s ‘A Series of
Unfortunate Events’ but misery and despair. You sfill have
time to choose another international best-selling series to
read. But if you insist on discovering the unpleasant
adventures of the Baudelaire orphans, then proceed with
caution...

Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are intelligent children.
They are charming, and resourceful, and have pleasant
facial features. Unfortunately, they are exceptionally
unlucky.
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In The Bad Beginning, the siblings encounter a greedy and
repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a disastrous fire, a plot to
steal their fortune and cold porridge for breakfast.
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The Bubble Boy - Stewart Foster

Amiris mad. He's crazy. But the hospital wouldn't let a
crazy person in. They must have interviewed him and
checked his qualifications. But maybe he didn’t even
meet them?2 Maybe he hasn’t even come from India. He
might have arrived on an alien spaceship and snuck in
here in the middle of the night.

Eleven-year-old Joe can't remember a life outside of his
hospital room, with its beeping machines and view of
London's rooftops. His condition means he's not allowed
outside, not even for a moment, and his few visitors risk
bringing life-threatening germs inside his 'oubble’. But
then someone new enters his world and changes it for
ever.

Al z
,'_\)' all superheroesr wear ¢




