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The Butterfly Lion – Michael Morpurgo 

 

A lyrical and moving tale of a young boy growing up 

in Africa, and his lifelong friendship with a white lion. 

"All my life I'll think of you, I promise I will. I won't ever 

forget you." Bertie rescues an orphaned white lion 

cub from the African veld. They are inseparable until 

Bertie is sent to boarding school far away in England 

and the lion is sold to a circus. Bertie swears that one 

day they will see one another again, but it is the 

butterfly lion which ensures that their friendship will 

never be forgotten. 
 

The Iron Man – Ted Hughes 

 

Mankind must put a stop to the 

dreadful destruction by the Iron 

Man and set a trap for him, but he 

cannot be kept down. Then, when 

a terrible monster from outer space 

threatens to lay waste to the 

planet, it is the Iron Man who finds 

a way to save the world. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Malkin Moonlight – Emma Cox 
Malkin is a small black cat with a magnificent tail, and 

he's destined to be a hero. He just doesn't know it yet.  

 

On his third life, Wild Malkin falls in love with Roux, a 

Domestic cat who likes the comforts of home. Together 

they explore the night and have adventures. And when 

Roux's owners decide to move away, she chooses to 

become a Wild too and live with Malkin. 

Setting out to find a new home, they stumble across a 

recycling centre full of cats - at war. Can Malkin realise his 

destiny and find a way to bring peace to the land? An 

extraordinary adventure awaits ... 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Firework-Makers Daughter – Phillip Pullman 
What Lila wants to be more than anything else in 

the world is . . . a Firework-Maker! 

 

But firework-making is not just about being able to 

make Crackle-Dragons and Golden Sneezes. There 

is also one special secret: every Firework-Maker 

must make a perilous journey to face the terrifying 

Fire-Fiend! 

 

Not knowing that she needs special protection to 

survive the Fire-Fiend's flames, Lila sets off alone. Her 

friends, Chulak and Hamlet - the King's white 

elephant - race after her. But can they possibly 

reach her in time? 
 

The Worst Witch – Jill Murphy 

 

Mildred Hubble is a trainee at Miss 

Cackle's Academy for Witches, but 

she's making an awful mess of it.  

She keeps getting her spells wrong 

and crashing her broomstick. And 

when she turns Ethel, the teacher's pet 

into her worst enemy, chaos ensues... 

 
 

 

Krindlekrax – Philip Ridley 

 
Ruskin Splinter is small and thin, with knock-knees, 

thick glasses and a squeaky voice, and the idea of 

him taming a dragon makes the whole class laugh. 

Big, strong Elvis is stupid but he looks like a hero. So 

who is more likely to get the big part in the school 

play? But when the mysterious beast, Krindlekrax, 

threatens Lizard Street and everyone who lives 

there, it is Ruskin who saves the day and proves he is 

the stuff that heros are made of after all. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perijee and Me – Ross Montogomery 
When 11-year-old Caitlin discovers a shrimp-like alien 

creature on the shores of her island home, she takes 

responsibility for teaching it about the world. Mostly, this just 

involved stopping little Perijee from eating everything! 

Caitlin becomes increasingly close to her alien friend, 

treating him like a brother.  

There's only one problem - Perijee won't stop growing.  

Then the authorities try to hunt him down and through his 

fear, Perijee disappears and starts causing trouble. Caitlin 

must leave home and travel across the country to try and 

convince Perijee to stop destroying everything before it's 

too late. 

 
 

 

 
 

Operation Gadgetman – Malorie Blackman 
 

Beans calls her dad 'Gadgetman' because of the 

weird and wonderful gadgets he comes up with - 

everything from exploding biscuits to Spy Kits. But 

when Gadgetman accidentally invents a device 

that could be used to steal millions of pounds, the 

wrong people find out and Gadgetman is 

kidnapped!With the help of her friends - and her 

special Gadgetman Spy Kit - Beans is determined 

to track down the kidnappers and rescue her 

dad. But can she find Gadgetman before he is 

forced to hand over the details of his invention...? 
 
 

 

 
 The Boy Who Went Magic -AP Winters 

 

They say magic is long-gone ... but is it? 

A chain of fantastical mishaps in 

schoolboy Bert's dull life spiral out of 

control - but then he's rescued by 

Finch, a plucky girl-adventurer with 

metal legs. Soon they're sailing through 

the clouds on a pirate airship bound for 

the forgotten land of Mirinor. Magic is 

their destination, for reasons Bert will 

soon discover .. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running On The Roof Of The World – Jess Butterworth (Y4) 
here are two words that are banned in Tibet. Two words that 

can get you locked in prison without a second thought. I 

watch the soldiers tramping away and call the words after 

them. 'Dalai Lama.'  

Tash has to follow many rules to survive in Tibet, a country 

occupied by Chinese soldiers. But when a man sets himself on 

fire in protest and soldiers seize Tash's parents, she and her 

best friend Sam must break the rules. They are determined to 

escape Tibet - and seek the help of the Dalai Lama himself in 

India.  

And so, with a backpack of Tash's father's mysterious papers 

and two trusty yaks by their side, their extraordinary journey 

across the mountains begins. 

 
 

 

 
 The Pebble in my Pocket - Meredith Hooper 

 

Where do pebbles come from? How were 

they made? This book tells the story of a 

pebble, from its origins in a fiery volcano 

480 million years ago to a busy, modern 

landscape. Readers follow the processes of 

rock formation and erosion that create new 

pebbles all over the world. 
 

 
 

Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor – Jon Scieszka 

 

Kid-genius and inventor Frank Einstein loves figuring out 

how the world works by creating household 

contraptions that are part science, part imagination, 

and definitely unusual. In the series opener, an 

uneventful experiment in his garage-lab, a lightning 

storm, and a flash of electricity bring Frank’s 

inventions―the robots Klink and Klank―to life! Not 

exactly the ideal lab partners, the wisecracking Klink 

and the overly expressive Klank nonetheless help Frank 

attempt to perfect his inventions.. . . until Frank’s 

archnemesis, T. Edison, steals Klink and Klank for his evil 

doomsday plan! 
 
 

. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Great Elephant Chase – Gillian Cross 
 

A giant Indian elephant.  

A wild journey across America.  

An enemy who will never stop.  

Tad and Cissie are on the run with Khush the 

elephant. Clammy-fingered, steely-eyed Hannibal 

Jackson will do anything to capture the 

animal.  Maybe even kill . . .  

Staying ahead means being faster and smarter - 

but how do you hide an elephant? Especially one 

with a mind of its own... 
 

The Wolf’s Footprint – Susan Price 
 

A bad summer, and the crops didn’t grow. Now winter is 

coming. Everyone is hungry. People search desperately for 

the last of the nettles and acorns. 

Elka and her little brother Daw huddle under their blankets, 

trying to keep warm. Elka is too hungry to sleep. Awake in 

the dark, she overhears her parents whispering. 

“I don’t want to watch them starve. Take them into the 

wood and leave them. Take them far in, so they won’t find 

their way back, and leave them.” 

The next day their father takes them into the wood, to look 

for mushrooms. Daw goes along innocently, holding his 

father’s hand. Elka follows because she doesn’t want Daw 

to be alone. 

The light fades. Their father vanishes into the darkness 

among the trees. He doesn’t come back. 

And then come the wolves… 

Where do these lost children belong – in the village with 

the people who left them to starve? Or, in the wood, with 

the wolves? 

 

 
Fantastically Great Women Who Changed The 

World – Kate Pankhurst 

 
Discover fascinating facts about some of the most 

amazing women who changed the world we live in. 

Fly through the sky with the incredible explorer Amelia 

Earhart, and read all about the Wonderful Adventures 

of Mary Seacole with the number one best-selling 

children's non-fiction title in the UK market this year. 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Boy Who Biked the World – Alastair Humphreys 

 

Tom really wants to be an explorer. His favourite 

book is an atlas and he follows adventurers not 

footballers. His schooldays are spent daydreaming 

about travelling from Tibet to Timbuktu. A private 

wish blurted out loud started his freewheeling 

adventure: I'm going to cycle round the world. His 

classmates laughed. No one believed him, least of 

all his teacher. The mountains will be too high! The 

desert is too hot! Everyone shouted their reasons 

why his dream was impossible. But it was a funny 

thing, the more that people told him he couldn’t do 

it, the more Tom found himself wanting to prove 

them wrong. 
 

The Moonshine Dragon – Cornelia Funke 

 

When a tiny silver dragon is chased out of 

Patrick's storybook by an equally tiny knight, all 

sorts of mayhem breaks loose! Soon moonshine 

magic has shrunk Patrick too, and he is forced 

to hole up inside his toy castle as the knight 

attacks the 'fire worm'. Can Patrick defeat the 

knight and make it to morning? 
 
 

The Sandwich Thief -Andre Marois 

 

Marin loves the sandwiches his parents 

make for him-every day they're different 

and more delicious than the last. One 

morning, someone dares to steal his 

favourite sandwich: ham-cheddar-kale. 

Furious, Marin begins a fevered and 

famished investigation to unmask the thief. 

The days go by, the suspects multiply and 

Marin's sandwiches continue to disappear. 

This droll, graphic caper is a funny school 

mystery exploring the high stakes of low 

blood sugar.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Accidental Prime Minister – Tony McLaughlin 

 
When Joe tells a local news reporter exactly what he would 

do if he were leader of the country, the video goes viral 

and Joe's speech becomes famous all over the world!  

Before long, people are calling for the current leader to 

resign and give someone else a go . . . and that's how an 

ordinary boy like Joe ended up with the most extraordinary 

job. Now the fun can really start . . .  

Hats for cats! Pet pigs for all! Banana shaped buses! 

Swimming pools on trains!  

A hilarious story of one boy's meteoric rise to power! 
 

 

 Dragons at Crumbling Castle - Terry Pratchett 

 
Dragons have invaded Crumbling Castle, and all 

of King Arthur’s knights are either on holiday or 

visiting their grannies. It’s a disaster! 

 

Luckily, there’s a spare suit of armour and a very 

small boy called Ralph who’s willing to fill it. 

Together with Fortnight the Friday knight and 

Fossfiddle the wizard, Ralph sets out to defeat the 

fearsome fire-breathers.  

 

But there's a teeny weeny surprise in store . . . 

 

 

That Pesky Rat – Lauren Child 

 
Sometimes . . . I look up at all the cosy windows 

and wonder what it would be like to live with 

creature comforts . . . to be a real pet. Most of all I 

would like to have a name, instead of just that 

pesky rat. 

 

A glamorous life in the lap of luxury like Pierre the 

chinchilla would be very nice. But really, our hero’s 

not that fussy - he just wants to belong to 

somebody. With his cute, pointy brown face and 

beady eyes, why can’t he get someone to take 

him home? Even a notice posted at the local pet 

store seems fruitless, until one day a near sighted 

old man stops in and speaks the amazing words: 

"I’ll take him." After all, he says, he’s been looking 

for ages for a brown cat as nice as this.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There May Be A Castle – Piers Torday 
On a frozen Christmas Eve, Mouse Mallory and his family 

set off across a snow-white valley to visit his grandparents. 

They never arrive. 

As the wheels skid off the icy road, Mouse is thrown from 

the car. When he wakes, he finds himself in a magical 

landscape, with only a talkative sheep and a very bossy 

horse for company. 

And they tell him: this is your story now. 

So begins Mouse's extraordinary quest through a world of 

wonder. A world of monsters, minstrels, dangerous knights 

and mysterious wizards; a world of terrifying danger but 

also more excitement than Mouse has ever known. 

All to find a castle, somewhere, beyond. 

But why is Mouse looking for a castle? As thoughts of his 

family back at the car begin to surface, Mouse realises 

this might be the most important journey he will ever 

make ... 

 

 
The Year of Billy Miller – Kevin Henkes 
 

It was a blustery day. The flag on the nearby 

pole snapped in the wind. Billy raced ahead of 

his family—up the steps to the lookout platform. 

As he stood between the Giant's enormous feet, 

a sudden gust lifted his cap from his head. His 

cap sailed away. Without thinking, Billy stepped 

onto the middle rung of the guardrail, leaned 

over, and reached as far as he could. . .  

 

The Whisperer – Nick Butterworth 

(Picture Book) 
 
Two gangs of cats live in a scrap yard on the edge of the 

city. When they’re not eating or sleeping, they’re fighting, 

and that’s just how The Whisperer likes it. He’s a rat, and if 

he can keep the cats going after each other, they’ll 

leave him and his kind alone. 

But just maybe, things in the scrap yard are about to 

change for the better. Or as The Whisperer sees it…for the 

worse… 

 


